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Modern Urology. By Hugh Cauot, M.D., F.A.C.S., Chief of 
the Genito-urinarv Department of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. Two volumes. Pp. 1452; (i32 engravings and 17 plates. 
Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febigcr, 1918. 

The well-known editor of this work, consisting of two volumes, 
comprising the composite authorship of twenty-nine men identified 
with urology, has placed before the profession a treatise which 
must occupy a foremost place among the modern books on this 
subject. One is reminded of Morrow’s great System of Genito¬ 
urinary Diseases , Syphilis and Dermatology, or Frisch and Zueker- 
kandl’s peerless classic of three volumes on the subject of Urologic. 
It is not true, as the editor alleges, that none of the surgeons con¬ 
tributing to Morrow’s System were specialists; moreover, it is a 
fact that a number of the contributors to the present volume, 
namely, Baer, Squier, Lower and Buerger, are general surgeons. 
Certainly this additional experience in nowise detracts from their 
reputations as urologists qualified to write authoritatively. The 
editor's avowed intention has been to give articulate expression to 
American urology. It might be questioned whether eighteen- 
twenty-ninths of this resides in Boston and New York. 

Cabot himself recognizes the inherent weakness of composite 
authorship leading to a work of two, volumes. This is specially 
pertinent in realization that in such a treatise syphilis has been 
divorced, except in so far as it concerns the genito-urinary apparatus. 
As a text-book for students, any two-volume work necessarily is 
destined to lose popularity comparatively with a single volume. 
On the other hand, irrespective of the conflict of opinion, duplica¬ 
tion of matter, as evidenced in the chapter on diseases of the 
urethra in the female, in which the consideration of gonorrhea 
is largely a redundancy, in view of the foregoing treatise on gonor¬ 
rhea in the male, also the duplication of certain well-known engrav¬ 
ings and a certain loss of balance tending to disjointedness, the 
work makes a strong appeal to both practitioners and specialists. 

The first volume opens with an historical sketch of genito-urinary 
surgery in America, which is most interesting and instructive. 
The cystoscopc and its use by Buerger is a classic. Chapters on 
methods of diagnosis, roentgenology, and syphilis of the genito¬ 
urinary organs are followed by sections devoted to the penis, 
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urethra, scrotum, testicles, prostate, and seminal vesicles. The 
second volume is limited exclusively to the diseases of the bladder, 
ureter, and kidney. 

Great credit is due the editor for so well balancing and proportion¬ 
ing the component chapters of the work. The chapters on obstruc¬ 
tion and cancer of the prostate, urinary calculus and malformations 
of the bladder are exceptionally commendable. In the chapter on 
bladder tumors the reviewer takes exception to the term “malig¬ 
nant papilloma,” and believes that when a papilloma becomes 
malignant it ceases to be a papilloma and becomes a carcinoma. 
Likewise, the term “unipolar” should be discarded in conjunction 
with electric currents; there is no such thing. In the same chapter 
there appears a disproportion in the number of illustrations as to 
treatment and pathology. Likewise the chapters on diseases of 
the penis and stricture of the urethra are strikingly devoid of illus¬ 
trations. Exception must also be taken to the advocacy of “spinal 
anesthesia with tropacocain (1 c.c. of 5 per cent, solution) in prefer¬ 
ence to general anesthesia as an efficient and useful means for 
making an examination of the female urethra or for treatment of 
urethral conditions in cases impossible to examine under local 
anesthesia.” 

The consideration of and space devoted to the fourth venereal 
disease, “erosive and dangerous balanitis,” is very timely and com¬ 
mendable and could not have been better or more authoritatively 
presented. 

The reader is frequently impressed by quotations in cxknso of 
authorities when lie would prefer to learn the writer's own experi¬ 
ence. It might be argued that inadequate consideration is given 
to the organic and inorganic constituents of the urine in health and 
disease or that the work would be enhanced by a chapter on nephri¬ 
tis. Few urologists still attribute much of a role to tonsillitis as a 
cause of ureteral stricture. Again, the critic must take exception 
to the statement relative to indigo-carmin as a functional kidney 
test that “for accurate estimation of renal function its position has 
been superseded.” Partiality is obviously evident when three 
times the space is given to phenolsulphonephtlialein as to all other 
functional kidney tests of elimination. We must also deplore the 
teaching or necessity of ureteral catheterization of the supposedly 
normal kidney for diagnosis and the best treatment of renal tuber¬ 
culosis. Recourse to the use of some functional kidney test not 
dependent upon ureteral catheterization—as indigo-carmin by the 
method of chromo-ureteroscopy—would almost invariably obviate 
the necessity of resort to “operation for purposes of diagnosis”.in 
difficult cases of descending urological or renal tuberculosis. 

The merits of Cabot’s Modern Urology so far transcend its 
demerits that detailed criticism would appear to be hypercritical 
and unjustifiable. The work is an enviable achievement, and is 
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destined to be a perennial monument to the expert professional 
attainments of its editor and collaborators. The character of 
the printing and illustrations, the quality of the paper employed 
and the excellent binding are merely additional evidences of the 
customary high-class work of the publishers. P. A. T. 


The Principles or Hygiene. A Practical Manual for Stu¬ 
dents, Physicians and Health Officers. By 1). II. Bohgey, 
A.M., M.D., D.P.1I., Associate Professor of Hygiene and Bacteri¬ 
ology, University of Pennsylvania. Sixth edition. I’p. 543. 
W. B. Saunders Company, 1D1S. 

As the author states, this book has been prepared to meet the 
needs of students of medicine, public health officers and students 
in architecture in comprehending the principles on which modern 
hygienic practices are based and also the sanitary requisites in 
ventilation, heating, water supply and sewage disposal. No one 
is better qualified to write on these subjects than Hr. Borgey. 
The material is handled in his usual concise manner, which adds 
so greatly to the value of the book. However, the progress in the 
application of the principles of hygiene is so rapid, both in civil 
and army life, that it is difficult to keep pace in these days of our 
great war, so that even between editing and publication of such a 
treatise many new applications are presented. 

The first six chapters of the present edition cover air, ventilation, 
heating water, sewage and garbage disposal. Then follows a long 
chapter on food and dieting, surprisingly well covered in such a 
space. A chapter on exercise is excellent. Next is discussed cloth¬ 
ing and personal hygiene, and the usual points are brought out. 
The chapter on industrial hygiene is’ altogether too short and in 
nowise adequately covers this most important, if not the most 
important, field for the practical application of the principles of 
hygiene. Comprehensive mortality tables arc given for the various 
trades, and some mention is made of the causes of this mortality. 
Little is said, however, of the effect of the several industries upon 
women as compared with men, and nothing at all on the effect on 
the birth-rate or the health of the children of working mothers. 

The chapter on school hygiene contains a fund of information 
and chapters on military and naval hygiene arc full; but of course 
there will be much more to be said on these two phases of the 
subject after the war is over. 

Chapters on soil and habitation follow, and then two chapters 
on the vital causes of disease and on disinfection. It is easy to 
appreciate that these two chapters are written by an authority on 
the subject. The volume ends with chapters on quarantine, quar¬ 
antine regulations and vital statistics. C. N. S. 



fanoicAi, clinics of ciiicago 


437 


Am-lied Bacteriology. By II. Browning, M.D., D.l’.H., 
Director of the Blnml-Suttoii Institute of Pathology, Middlesex 
Hospital. Pp. 2!11. London: Henry I’rowdc and Ilodder & 
Stoughton, 191S. 

One of the most interesting and important recent developments in 
bacteriology concerns the properties of certain antiseptics and their 
use in the isolation of bacteria, especially the value of brilliant green 
and telluric acid in fluid medium in the isolation of typhoid-para¬ 
typhoid bacilli from feces in the diagnosis of intestinal infections or 
“enterica” as they are now comprehensively termed. This little 
book presents an excellent review of the researches of the author 
and his colleagues in this important field, together with a review of 
the more important papers by others on this subject, so that con¬ 
clusions are based upon the work of trained and critical independent 
observers. Chapters are also devoted to the isolation of Bacillus 
diphtheria.* and diphtheroids by means of a simple medium contain¬ 
ing telluric acid; the selective action of thallium acetate and thorium 
nitrate upon Bacillus pyocyaneus and organisms of proteus type and 
ultra-violet rays upon Bacillus coli eonununis, Bacillus typhosus, 
meningococcus and acid-fast bacilli; the chemistry and practical 
application of certain antibody reactions are briefly considered, 
with special reference to the aid they give in the diagnosis and 
differentiation of bacterial species, and the book ends with a brief 
chapter upon the clinical and bacteriological aspects of tetanus, 
based mainly upon recent experiences with this infection in the 
present war. 

The title of the book leads one to expect a wider discussion of the 
practical applications of bacteriology, but in its limited scope the 
subject matter is presented in an excellent manner and should prove 
of much value to laboratory workers and also to those concerned 
with the clinical and administrative aspects of medicine, especially 
those engaged in army and municipal work. J. A. K. 


Surgical Clinics of Chicago, Yoi.. II, No. 1 (February, 191S). 
By Numerous Authors. I’p. 22(i; 73 illustrations. Philadelphia 
and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 191S. 

The reputation of the preceding numbers of this publication is 
maintained by this one. The subjects range from the common 
interesting conditions, like duodenal ulcer treated by Andrews, to 
those which are rare and interesting, like gall-stone ileus, discussed 
by Bevan. Between these extremes we have a large list of surgical 
affections and operations handled by competent Chicago surgeons, 
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iis a rule, with lucidity and brevity. For examples, we have radium 
in gynecology by Watkins; urethral strictures by F.isendratb; 
arthroplasty by Dessert; conservative surgery in children by Carl 
Beck; a large group of orthopedic cases by Parker and osteo¬ 
arthritis by Itidlon. 'Pile variety in the method of presentation of 
the wide range of conditions helps to maintain the deserved popu¬ 
larity of this surgical journal. T. T. T. 


Hand-hook or Operative Suruery. By William Ireland de C. 
Wheeler, I.ieut.-Col., I!. A. M. (’., Surgeon to Mercer’s Hos¬ 
pital. Third edition, l’p. 355; 220 illustrations. New York: 
William Wood & Co., 1SI1X. 

This small volume, as its title indicates, is devoted to the common 
surgical operations, particularly of civil life. Ligations and am¬ 
putations fill one-third of the book. Local anesthesia, direct trans¬ 
fusion of blood, the common deformities of the legs and feet, tendon 
transplantation and bone-grafting arc briefly considered. Anattempt 
is made to provide an introduction to the type of operation confront¬ 
ing the inexperienced practitioner in military and civil hospitals. It 
is an excellent book for the field it aims to supple. 

T. T. T. 


Manual of Si-lints and Appliances for the Medical Depart¬ 
ment of the United States Army„ 1917. Pp. 20,S; 173 illustra¬ 
tions. New York: Oxford University Press. 

A hoard of medical officers was appointed for the purpose of 
standardizing certain medical department supplies. The best 
guarantee of the character of the work is the board itself: Licut.- 
Col. William L. Kellar, M. C.; Major Robert B. Osgood, M. It. C.; 
Major Alexander Lambert, M. It. C.; Major Joseph A. Blake, 
M. It. Captain W. S. Baer, M. It. €., and Captain Nathaniel 
Allison, M. It. C. This manual docs not aim to be a complete 
treatise but to put into the hands of the military surgeon a practical 
time-saving guide, in which the text-book has been subservient to 
graphic illustration. T. T. T. 



